There are certain dangers to garden analogies in politics. Intolerant people like to call those unlike themselves weeds. Maybe some would spray toxic chemicals.





But me, I am more of an organic permaculture guy. Everything and everyone in neat, uniform rows is not my style. Nourishing and watering a variety of plants is where I'm at.





The Democratic Party had two nearly equally supported presidential candidates last year, with substantially different sets of ideas. That division within the party will persist. I was for Bernie in the primary, but worked for Hillary and the rest of the ticket in November. Differences about who should lead us are natural and need to be settled in a democratic fashion, but differences over where we are willing to be led are more important.





We can have our arguments at appropriate times and within sensible bounds and yet still come together and win when it counts. America is in a bad way and the most sensible way out runs through taking a lot of seats in Congress from the Republicans in 2018. Uniting Democrats who don't agree on everything -- and may disagree on some very big things -- to build a bigger, stronger, more widespread organization in Panama is what I want to do as chair.


